Divisions affected: Witney South and Central

CABINET MEMBER FOR HIGHWAY MANAGEMENT -16
DECEMBER 2021

WITNEY: HIGH STREET -—PROPOSED WAITING RESTRICTIONS

Report by Corporate Director, Environment and Place

RECOMMENDATION

1. The Cabinet Member for Highway Management is RECOMMENDED to
approve the following measures on High Street (south of its junction with
Welch Way) and Market Place in Witney as advertised:

a) A prohibition of motor vehicles with exemptions applying to buses, taxis,
vehicles loading/unloading and those displaying a valid blue badge.

b) The conversion of the existing 30-minute short-stay parking bays along the
western side of Market Square to 3-hour ‘Disabled Persons Parking
Places’

Executivesummary

2. This report presents responses received to a proposal to introduce a
permanent prohibition of motor vehicles covering High Street and Market
Place in Witney (see Annex A for plan) following the successful
implementation of the temporary traffic restriction. Exemptions to the
restriction will apply to buses, taxis, vehicles loading/unloading and those
displaying a valid blue badge. The detailed design of the ‘physical’ restriction
will be undertaken if the scheme is approved and will take into account and
consider the needs of those requiring access.

3. Additionally, the existing 30-minute short-stay parking bays along the western
side of Market Square will be converted to 3-hour ‘Disabled Persons Parking
Places’. A plan is shown at Annex B.

4. The proposals are being put forward to:

¢ help reduce the level of through traffic in Witney High Street and Market
Square,

e aid pedestrian accessibility and increase safety,

e aid cycling accessibility and safety by reducing likelihood of conflict with
other vehicles,
improve bus access and bus journey time reliability, and
increase the amount of blue badge parking at key town centre location.
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Scheme Proposals

Conversion to Blue Badge Car Parking

5. This scheme seeks to convert approximately 11 x 30 minute car parking bays
to blue badge 3-hour ‘Disabled Persons Parking Places’. It is considered that
there is ample short stay car parking for those displaced by the proposal
within a 250m walk. The West Oxfordshire Parking Strategy (2016) identifies
1697 free of charge off street car parking spaces in Witney town centre. The
blue badge scheme is aimed to help those whose mobility is most severely
impaired. Converting the general car parking spaces in the High Street/Market
Square to blue badge spaces assists those people within our community.

Prohibition of motor vehicles

6. Prohibition of motor vehicles order has been in place for 18 months. It is
considered that High Street and Market Square should not be routes for
through traffic due to core town centre location and activities, and sufficient
alternative routing exists via Corn Street, Welch Way, Witan Way and
Langdale Gate that motorised vehicle routing is not impacted.

7. The conversion of the general parking to blue badge parking means only
vehicles that meet the order exemptions - buses, taxis, vehicles
loading/unloading and those displaying a valid blue badge - need to enter
High Street and Market Square.

8. In the short term, should the order be approved, minor civil engineering works
to improve the signage and restriction points will be conducted.

9. The consultation has highlighted the need for improved loading provision at
Market Square. In the medium term officers will review this and conduct any
necessary consultations in due course.

10.Longer term proposals to invest in the public realm of the core retail and
business area of Witney will be developed under the Local Plan, and Local
Transport and Connectivity Plan. A £1.9m bid to improve the public realm of
High Street and Market Square has been submitted to central government
under Active Travel Tranche 3, for which an outcome is still pending. The
Cabinet Member may consider that it timelier to consider the recommend
traffic restriction in the context of a wider scheme. However, officers
recommend there is significant benefit in the continuity of the restrictions and
approving the order at this time.

Policy

11.The proposals are entirely consistent with the aims of:
a. Connecting Oxfordshire: Local Transport Plan 4 - Active and Healthy
Travel Strategy
b. Connecting Oxfordshire: Local Transport Plan 4 - Witney Area
Transport Strategy
c. Oxfordshire Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy (2018 — 2023)
including Healthy Place Shaping
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d. Oxfordshire 2020 Climate Action Framework
e. West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2031.

Road Accident Data

12.Road accident data (Annex 2) for the last 10 year period identifies 21
accidents at High Street or Market Square between Welch Way and Corn
Street including junctions. These accidents resulted in 9 pedestrian and 2
cyclist causalities. Of the 9 pedestrians four were aged over 75 and three
were aged 18 or under. Whilst the number and frequency of accidents
involving pedestrians is low, the pedestrians most affected appear to be those
in wulnerable ages groups. This scheme is likely to reduce the accident rate

involving pedestrians.

Traffic Data

13.Traffic data shows a reduction in motorised traffic on High Street of -84% from
2018 before restrictions were implemented to 2021 during restrictions. While
levels of cycling are unchanged. Witan Way is the main alternative route and

traffic volumes have not significantly change between 2018 and 2021.

Location Survey Period Pedal Percentage | All Motorised | Percentage
Cycles Change Vehicles Change

High Thursday 24
Street May 2018 134 5873

7am-7pm
High 5 day average
Street 7am-7pm -0.7% -84%

Monday 22 to
Friday 26 133 934
November
2021

Witan Awerage 12 —
Way 27 March 2018 N/A N/A 9944

7am-7pm
Witan Awerage 12- 7%
Way 27 March 2021 N/A N/A 9289

7am-7pm

Financial Implications

14.Funding for consultation on the proposals has been provided by S106

developer funding held the council should they be approved.

Equality and Inclusion Implications

15.No adverse implications in respect of equalities or inclusion have been
identified in respect of the proposals. An Equality and Climate Impact

Assessment is available at Annex 3.

Sustainability Implications
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16.The proposals will facilitate the safe movement of traffic including cyclists and

pedestrians.

Consultation

17.The Formal consultation was carried out between 03 November and 03
December. A notice was published in the Witney Gazette newspaper, and an
email sent to statutory consultees, including Thames Valley Police, the Fire &
Rescue Service, Ambulance service, West Oxfordshire District Council,
Witney Town Council, and the local County Councillor. Letters were also sent
out to approximately 275 adjacent premises, and street notices placed on site.

18.1,313 responses were received during the formal consultation, and these are
summarised in the table below. The responses are shown at Annex 5 with
copies available for inspection by County Councillors.

Respondent
As an individual 1,209
As a business 66

As part of a group/organisation | 13

Rather not say 8

Total 1,313
View MV Prohibition
Object 664 50%
Support 506 39%
Concerns 134 10%
No opinion 8 1%
Total 1,313 100%

93%
5%
1%
1%
100%

Parking Amendments

589 45%
500 38%
155 12%
68 5%
1,313 100%

19.The objections and concerns primarily related to the loss of passing trade due
to the proposed prohibition of motor vehicles order and the conversion of the
30 minute on street parking bays to ‘Disabled Persons Parking Places’
preventing people popping into shops and businesses on High Street and
Market Square. Comments were also received about possible displacement of

parking and traffic elsewhere.

20.Support for the proposals included people feeling safer;
environment in terms of emissions, air quality and noise; more attractive
shopping environment; prioritising access for people with disabilities; safer
experience for cyclists; and adequate nearby parking.

improved
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21.Thames Valley Police (TVP) in principle have no objection providing the
burden for enforcement of this restriction must not fall upon TVP to enforce.

22.Witney Town Council’'s response will be reported verbally at the Cabinet
Member Decisions meeting as receipt is after the consultation deadline.

BILL COTTON
Corporate Director, Environment and Place

Annexes Annex 1 & 2: Consultation Plans
Annex 3: Road Accident Data
Annex 4: Equality and Climate Impact Assessment
Annex 5: Consultation responses

Contact Officers: Tim Shickle 07920 591545
Odele Parsons 07974 002860

December 2021
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TRAFFMAP INTERPRETED LISTING Runon: 15/11.2021
AcesMap - Accident Analysis System
Accidents berween dates 010172011 and 33/07/2021 (127) months
Selection: Notes:
Selected using Manual Selection witney hagh street rta data 2011 jul 2021 non confidential
Thursday 25/08/2011 Time 1430 Slight at HIGH ST AT PELICAN CROSSING O/S SOMERFIELDS / CO-OP STORE WIINEY
E 435615 N 209811 JuncthonDetml 0 Control
Fine without high winds Road sisface  Dry Dayhight
Vehicle Reference 1 Car Moving from o Goung ahead other
Casualty Reference: 1 Age: 87 Male Pedestnan Seventy: Shght Injured by vehicle: 1
Sunday 15/04/2012 Time 1030 Sligit at  HIGH ST MINIRBT J/W CORN ST & LANGDALE GATE WITNEY
E 435583 N 209584 JunctionDetaml 9 Contyol :
Fine without high winds Road swface  Dry Daylight
Vehicle Reference 1 Car Movingfrom W to N Starting
Casualty Reference: 1 Age: 17 Male Pedestnan Seventy: Shght Injured by vehicle: 1
Suanday 24/06/2012 Time 1125 Slight at HIGH ST APPROX AT PELICAN CROSSING APPROX 50M S OF J/'W WELCH WAY WIINEY
E 435621 N 209824 JunctionDetal 0 Control
Fine without high winds Road surface  Wet/Damp Daylight
Vehicle Reference 1 Car Movingfrom NE 0 § Gomng ahead other
Vehicle Reference 2 Car Movimng from NE to S Gomg ahead but held up
Casualty Reference’ 1 Age: 43 Female Drver/nder Severity: Slight Injured by vehicle: 2

ANNEX 3

Registered ror  Oxfordshire Counrv Council
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TRAFFMAP INTERPRETED LISTING
Accidap - Accident Analysis Sverem
Accidents beiween dares 01/01/2011 amd 3372021 (127) menths
Selecrion: Nores:
Selected using Mamal Selection witnev hugh street ma data 2011 yul 2021 nen confidential
Thursday 102012 Time 0127 Shight at HIGH ST MINI EBT I'W CORN ST & LANGDALE GATE WITKEY
E: 335582 N 200587 hmchon Detal: 2 Centrol 4
Raimmg without lngh winds Foad sunface Wet/Dianp Darkmess: street hights present and hit
Viehicle Reference 1 Cag Movingfrom N t0 5 Reversing
Casualty Reference: 1 Ape: s} Female Pedesirian Sevenity: Shghi Inpured by vehicle:
Casualty Reference: 2 Age: 22 Male Pedestrian Severity: Shight  Injured by vehicke:
Tuesday 260032013 Time 1520 Shighe at CHURCH GEEEN NUST S OF HIGH 5T MINI EBT I'W CORN 5T & LANGDALE GATE
E: 435584 NN 200552 hmction Detail: 2 Control 4
Fine without high winds Eoad surface Dy Daylight
Vetucle Reference 1 Car Movagg from W 1w S Gy ahead other
Casualty Reference: ] Age: 15 Male Pedestrian Severity: Slight  Injured by vehicke:
Sunday 212013 Time 1715 Sheht at HIGH 5T MINIEBT I'W WELCH WAY WITHEY
E: 435630 N: 200887 hmction Detadl: 2 Comtrol 4
Fue without high winds Foad surface Dy Daylight
Vetncle Reference 1 Cag Movmgfrom N w 5 CGromg ahead other
Vehicle Beference 2 Motor Cyele over 125 cc and up 1o 500ce Movmgfrom N W % Gomg ahead but held up
Casualiv Reference 1 Age 41 Male Diriver'nider Seventy, Shght Inpured by vehslbe
Casualty Keference: 2 Ape 41 Female Passenger Seventy: Shght Inpured by vehicle:

Rumon: 157 11/2021

[S¥]

]

Begiviered g Oxfordshive Cownty Council
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TRAFFMAP

AccsMap - Accident Analvsis Svstem
Apeidents berwesn danes
Selection:
Selected using Manual Selection

oL01/2011 And 3150772021

INTERPRETED LISTING

(127} months

Notes:
wiiney hagh streef ria data 2011 jul 2021 non confidental

Tuesday 04/02/2014 Tme 1110 Shght at IHIGHT STREET / MAREKET SQUARE WITHNEY
E 435588 N 209672 Jmchon Detml: 0 Condral
Fme without high winds Road surface Dy Daylight
Vehick Reference 1 Bus of eoach Movingfrom S to N Going abead other
Casnalty Reference: 1 Age: &7 Female Passenger Seventy. Shght
Monday O7/04/2014 Tmme Q855 Shght at  HIGH 5T MINIEBT J'W WELCH WAY WITHNEY
E: 435625 W 209882 [Nmchon Detwl: 2 Comtral 4
Fammg without high winds Foad surface  Wet/Damp Daylight
Vehicle Reference 1 Ca Movingfrom 5 o N Going abead other
Casualty Reference: 1 Age: 1% Female Dmvermder Seventy. Shzht
Veluele Reference 2 Car Movmgfrom W o N Tuwrmmg left
Casualty Reference: 2 Age: &3 Females Dirvernder Seventy. Slght
Casualty Reference 3 Age 31 Male Passenger Seventy. Slght
Tuesday 08/04/2014 Tme 1316 Shight at  HIGH 5T MINIEBT J'W WELCH WAY WITNEY
E: 4356729 N 209882 Jumeton Detal 2 Costral 4
Fme without ngh winds Road sairface Dy Deaylaght
Vehicke Reference 1 Motor Cyele over 50 oo and up 1o 125c0c Movingfrom W to E
Casualty Reference: 1 Age: 17 hfale Dinver/mades Seventy: Shght
Vehscle Reference 2 Ca Movmg ffom W o 5 Twmmg nght

Ijpared by vehicle:

Inpared by vehicle:

Tjnred by vehicle:

[imitered by veknele

Overtaking moving velucle O/S
Imqared by velucle:

Run on: 15/ 1172021

[

(B

Fegistered s Ofordshire Comwry Cowneil
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TRAFFMAP INTERPRETED LISTING Runon: 15/ 11/2021
AcesMap - Accident Analvsis System

Accidents berween dates oLor2o011 and 3350721 (127) months

Selection: MNodes:

Selected vsimg Manuoal Selechion

witney higls street ma data 2011 jul 2021 noa confidential

Friday 121202014 Tme 1712 Senous ar  HIGH STEEET ADJACENT TO NUMBER 14 WITHEY
E: 435588 N 209699 Junchon Detml: 0 Contral
Fme without high winds Road surface  Dry Darkness: street hghts present and Lit
Vehicle Reference 1 Cag Movingfrom NE @ S Going ahead other
Casualty Reference: 1 Age: 80 hlale Pedestnan Sevemfy: Serous  Inpored by velucle: 1
Thursday QRM015 Tome 1323 Sheht at HIGH STREET MINI EBT J'W WELCH WAY WITHNEY
E: 435635 N 2098589  lmeon Detnl 2 Comitrol 4
Fme without high winds Foad suface  Dry Dayhight
Viehicke Reference 1 Ta;l;'i,']:]'i\.'a‘lr ]|i_'|-= car hﬂm‘iﬂg firoen W s Tl.'lﬁ.'l.lﬂg El.g]lt
Casualty Reference: 1 Age: 81 Male Pedestrian Sevemfy: Shght  Injmoed by vehicle: 1
Thursday 07/01/2016 Tme 1650 Shght at HIGH STREET APPROX 500 N OF I/'W LAMNGDALE GATE ON ROAD HUMP / COURTESY CROSSING POINT
E: 435587 N 209628 Junchon Detml: 0 Comrol
Ranmmg wathout high winds Road surface Wet/Damp Darkness. street hghts present and hi
Vehicle Reference 1 Goods 3.5 wanes magw and under Movingfrom 5 @ N Stoppang
Casualty Reference: 1 Age: 18 hiale Pedestnan Sevenity: Slight Injared by vehicle: |

Fegistered tor  Oalsrdshive Comwry Council
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TRAFFMAP INTERPRETED LISTING Ruam on: 13 11:2021
AccsMap - Accident Analyzis Sysiemn
Accidents between dates oLoLa011 A s3507r031 (127) months
Selecrion: Nofes:
Selected usig Manual Selection witney high street rta data 2011 jul 2021 pon confidential
Tuesday 1300972016 Time 1350 Slight st CHUBCH GBEEEN JUST S OF HIGH ST MINI RBT I'W COBRN 5T & LANGDALE GATE WITHEY
E: 435504 N: 209569 Junchon Detal: 2 Comtrol 4
Fuie without high winds Foad surface Dirv Draylight
Velicle Reference 1 Motorcyele - unkmown oo Movmgfrom S to E Turmng right
Casualty Refesence 1 Age 17 Male Drrrver'nider Seventy. Slight Inpured by velncle: 1
Velncle Reference 2 Car Movmgfrom N W E Turmang left
Samgday 080412017 Time 1604 Shight at CHURCH GREEN MINIRET I'W CORM 5T & LANGDALE GATE & HIGH STREET WITNEY
E 435596 N 204574 Rmction Detad: 2 Comtrol 4
Fuie without hagh wainds Road surface Dirw Dy lighe
Vehicle Reference 1 Car Movingfrom E to W Gomg abead other
Velnele Reference 2 Motoreycle over S00cc Moving freom N e W Turmang right
Casualty Reference 1 Age 62 Tale Diriver'nider Seventy. Slight Inpured by velnele: 2
Wednesday 28062017 Tmme 1640 Shight at CHURCH GREEN AT MINI EBT I'W COFN STEEET / HIGH 5TREET & LANGDALE GATE WITNEY
E: 435583 N 209572 Junchon Detml: 2 Comtral 4
Fme without high winds Foad sirface Drv Daylight
Wehicle Reference 1 Car Movingfrom 5 o N Gomg ahead other
Vehicle Reference 2 Pedal Cycle Movingfrom E to W Gomg ahead other
Casualty Reference: 1 Age: 16 hale Divernder Seventy: Shght Injured by wehicle: 2

Eegiviersd io:  Oxfordshire County Couneil

(1l
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TEAFFMAP INTEEPEETED LISTING Funom: 15 1172021
AccsMap - Accident Analysis 5ystem
Accidents between dates oLoL2011 and 31072031 (127) months
Selecrlon: Nores:
Selected using Mamal Selection witney high street rta data 2011 jul 2021 non confidential
Thursdary 04/01/2018 Tume 1645 Slaght at HIGHT STEEET / MAREET SQUARE APFROX E5M N OF I'W CORN STREET AND LAMGDALE GATE WITH
E: 435588 N: 200666 Junchion Detal: 0 Control
Fine without high winds Foad surface WetDamp Darkness: street lights preseat and It

Vetele Reference 1

Casnalty Reference: 1

Vehicle Reference 2

Wednesday 10/01/2018

E 435393 N 209573

Fuse wihout hagh wimds
Wehicle Reference 1

Vetuele Reference 2

Casnalty Reference: 1
Casualty Reference 2

Sumday 11/02/2018

E: 935590 N 209618  Tonction Dietail:

Fine without high wends
Velucle Reference 1

Casnalty Reference i
Casualty Reference: 2

Tumeeiveny Dietanl 2

Metor Cycle over 125 oc and up to 500cc

Age: 3T
Car
Tme 0850 slight
Comiral 4
Road surface WetDamp

Car

Motor Cyele over 50 co and wp 1o 125ce

Age: 17
Age 1%

Tume 0704 Shght

1] Comntral
Road surface Diry

Bus or coach
Age 58
Age: 25

Moving fremm N

Drrver/nider

o &

Male

Movingfrom ¥ o §

Draylight

Movingfrom E to W

Movingfrom & 1o &
Male Drver/nder
Male Passenger

ai HIGH STREET AT BUS STOP 35M N OF I'W LANGDALE GATE

Drarkness: street lights present and lit

Movmgfiom W tw £
Male Passenger
hale Passenger

Owvertakmg nearsade
Severiry: Shght  Injured by vehdcle: 1

Starmng

Gomg ahead other

Twrning right
Severity: Slight Injured try veldcle: 2
Sevenity: Shght  Injuged by velnele: 2

WITNEY

Starting
Sevenity: Shght  Innuged by velnele: 1
sevenity: Shghi Innmed by velucle: 1

at CHURCH GREEN AT MINI RBT J'W COEN STREET / HIGH STREET & LANGDALE GATE WITNEY

Fegistered eer  Oxfordshdre Connty Couneil
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TEAFFALAP INTERPEETED LISTING Eunen: 1%/ 1172021
AccsMap - Accident Analysis Svetem
Accidents between dates oralro11 and  apaTeror1 (127) months
Selection: Mores:
Selected using Manual Selection witney high street ria data 2011 jul 2021 non confidential
Friday 1300772018 Tiee 1129 Senons at HIGH STREET APPROX 58 N OF I'W WELCH WAY WITNEY - SOME UNCERTAINTY OVER LOCATION
E: 435636 MN: 209894 Junction Demmil: 2 Comtrol 4
Fine without high winds Foad surface Doy Davlight
Velncle Reference 1 Car Movingfrom S w0 N Turming lefi
Casuslty Reference: 1 Age: 75 Iiale Pedestrian Severity. Serous  Injured by vehicle: 1
Samrday 24/11/2018 Time 1625 Shght at CHURCH GREEN AT MINIRBT J'W CORN STREET / HIGH STREET & LANGDALE GATE WITNEY
E: 435587 MN: 209573 Junction Detail: 2 Control 4
Fane without high wimds Road surface Diry Darkness: street highrs present and hi
Vehicle Reference 1 Car Movingfrom S5 fo N Gomg ahead other
Vehicle Reference 2 Pedal Cycle Movingfrorn ™ t©o W Tumung right
Casuzlty Reference: 1 Ape: 49 hfale Dinverider Sevenity: Shighe Injured by wehicke: 2
Sunday 10:03/2019 Tume 0110 Slight at  MARKET SQUARE APPROX 20M M OF INW CORN STREET & LANGDALE GATE WITNEY
E: 435591 HN: 209612 Junction Detail: 0 Control
Fine without lugh winds Foad surface Dy Dayhght
WVehicle Reference 1 Goods 3.5 tonnes mpw and under Movingfrom N o 5 Going ahead other
Velncle Reference 1 Car Moving frome N o Prarked
Casualty Reference: 1 Age- I8 Tiale Drrver'rider Severiry: Slight Injored by vehicle- 2

Regizrered rar  Ofordshive Counry Conmedl
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TEAFFMAP

Aceshlap - Accident Analysis Svseem

Accidenrs between datres

Selection:

pumiczonl amd 33072021

Selected using Manual Selechion

{127) months
Motes:

INTERPRETED LISTING

witney high street rta data 2011 jul 2021 nen confidental

Actdents imvelving Camuilhes
Fatal Serious Slight Toital Fatal Serions Slight Total
Motor vehicles N
anly (exeluding " ; 1 14 Vehuele drver 0 0
Twheeks) N -
Passenger li] 0
2-wbeeled modor )
vehicles 0 0 > ! Maodoreyvele rider 0 0
Cyelis
Pedal cycles 0 i) . 2 vt o 0
Pedestrian o 2
Horses & other o o 1 1 her 0 g
Total o 2 19 21 ol v
Number of casialties meering the eriteria: 9

Foun o1

15/ 1172021

Feezizrerad ra

Oxfardshire Counrr Couneil




CMDHMS

ANNEX 4
Annex 10: Equality and Climate Impact Assessment

~haoririoll | pisTRICT counciL (RS OXFORDSHIRE
C ﬁ@i 1&3&:}&_ NORTH OXFORDSHIRE % Y COUNTY COUNCIL

Cherwell District Council and Oxfordshire County Council

Equality and Climate Impact Assessment
Witney High Street and Market Square
Prohibition of Motor Vehicles & Parking Restrictions
November 2021

**Please seethe guidance note for supportwith completing this assessment**
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Section 1: Summary details

Directorate and Service Area

Environment and Place

What is being assessed(e.g. name of
policy, procedure, project, service or
proposed service change).

Witney High Street and Market Square Prohibition of MotorVehicles & Parking Restrictions

Is this a new or existing function or
policy?

Changes to the existing traffic regulation orders to restrict motor vehicles and increase blue badge parking.

Summary of assessment
Briefly summarise the policy or
proposed service change. Summarise
possible impacts. Does the proposal
bias, discriminate or unfairly
disadvantage individuals or groups
within the community?
(following completion of the
assessment).

In response to COVID-19 West Oxfordshire District Council and Oxfordshire County Council implemented a Temporary Traffic Regulation
Order to prohibit general traffic from High Street and Market Square Witney and convert the existing 30 minute parking bays to blue badge
parking. It is now proposed that this temporary arrangement is made permanent. Exemptions to the order are buses, taxis, vehicles
loading/unloading and those displaying a valid blue badge.

The proposal benefits people of all ages from children and their journeys to school, to commuters and businesses. People with disabilities who
hold a blue badge will also benefit from increased dedicated parking bays. In addition, due to the promotion of active travel for short journeys
as opposed to carbon intensive modes, the proposal contributes to Oxfordshire County Council’s ambition of reducing carbon emissions.

The proposaldoes not discriminate or unfairly disadvantage any individual or groups within the community, the aim of the route is to create a
place that is accessible and pleasant for all.

Completed By

Odele Parsons, Senior Transport Planner

Authorised By

Amrik Manku, Growth Manager

Date of Assessment

23 November 2021

Section 2: Detail of proposal:

Context / Background
Briefly summarise the background to
the policy or proposed service change,
including reasons for any changes
from previous versions.

In response to COVID-19 West Oxfordshire District Council and Oxfordshire County Council implemented a Temporary Traffic
Regulation Order to prohibit general traffic from High Street and Market Square Witney and convert the existing 30 minute parking
bays to blue badge parking. It is now proposed that this temporary arrangement is made permanent. Exemptions to the order are
buses, taxis, vehicles loading/unloading and those displaying a valid blue badge.

The proposalis in line with Connecting Oxfordshire Local transportPlan 4 Policy 03: Oxfordshire County Council will support
measures and innovation that make more efficient use of transport network capacity by reducing the proportion of single occup ancy
car journeys and encouraging a greater proportion of journeys to be made on foot, by bicycle, and/or by public transport.

Develop both cycling and walking as an attractive alternative mode of travel for short journeys and to access amenities.
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Promoting active travel has many health benefits, including tackling obesity.

Proposals
BExplain the detail of the proposals,
including why this has been decided as
the best course of action.

The proposalto introduce a permanent prohibition of motor vehicles covering High Street & Market Place in Witney following the

successfulimplementation of the temporary traffic restriction. The proposals are being put forward to:

1. help reduce the level of through traffic in Witney High Street and Market Square,

2. aid pedestrian accessibility and increase safety,

3. aid cycling accessibility and safety by reducing likelihood of conflict with other vehicles,
4. improve bus access and bus journey time reliability, and

5 increase amount of blue badge parking at key town centre location.

BExemptions will include buses, taxis, vehicles loading/unloading & those displaying a valid blue badge. Additionally, the existing
30-minute short-stay parking bays along the western side of Market Square will be converted to 3-hour ‘Disabled Persons Parking

Places’.

Bvidence / Intelligence
List and explain any data, consultation
outcomes, research findings, feedback
from service users and stakeholders
etc, that supports your proposals and
can help to inform the judgements you
make about potential impact on
different individuals, communities or
groups and our ability to deliver our
climate commitments.

Consultation:

West Oxfordshire District Council (WODC) held a consultation in Summer 2021 inviting comment on the existing proposals and if
they should be retained. The outcomes of this consultation were in favour of retaining the measures. WODC Cabinet voted in favour
of supporting OCC to conduct the formal consultation to make the measures permanent.

Research:
Living Streets publication “The Pedestrian Pound” (2018) highlights the economic contribution people of foot make to high street
economic vitality and the economic benefits of improved pedestrian experience and accessibility. Link: pedestrian-pound-2018.pdf

(livingstreets.org.uk)

Bike Life All cities publication, Inclusive City Cycling, Women: reducing the gender gap, Sustrans, June 2018 provides eviden ce



https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/3890/pedestrian-pound-2018.pdf
https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/media/3890/pedestrian-pound-2018.pdf
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that ‘most women would like to cycle ...most women don’t feel safe and are hesitant to start, or restart cycling”. This research shows
that 74% of women would like to see more investment in cycling and that 79% of women favour more protected cycle routes — even
if that means less space for other road users.

Alternatives considered / rejected
Summarise any other approaches that
have been considered in developing
the policy or proposed service change,
and the reasons why these were not
adopted. This could include reasons
why doing nothing is not an option.

Do nothing would result in the temporary TRO expiring and all traffic measures being returned to 2019 situation. This is not
recommended as the opportunity to build on the benefits to walking, cycling and to blue badge holders that has been created by the
temporary TRO, canbe increased if the order is made permanent.

Section 3: Impact Assessment
Please indicate for each of the Public Sector Equality Duty ‘protected characteristics’ whether there may be no impact, a
positive or negative impact, or a mixture of both. If there is no impact, you do not need to complete the rest of that row.

Protected

Action owner*

Timescale and

o No L . o Any actions or mitigation to - . o
Characteristic Impact Positive Negative Description of Impact reduce negative impacts ( Job_ Tlt_le, monitoring
Organisation) arrangements
Age Reducing motorised traffic can
improve walking and cycling
conditions and make this safer
for all, including for children
or older people (who are often
O |

more vulnerable), meaning that
more will be able to travel by
bike and walking.
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Disability The scheme will increase the Scheme
volume and space for blue implementation by
badge parking for those with spring 2022.
disabilities and a blue badge.

Monitoring
For those with disabilities throughout 2022
without a blue badge the including of
removal of the general 30 accident statistics.
minute parking bays would
result in those people
O potentially walking further

from general car parking area.
Reductions in traffic flow can
improve opportunities for
those crossing the road with
sight impairments, or mobility
issues.

Gender

Reassignment O O

Marriage & Civil

Partnership = =

Pregnancy &

Maternity U U

Race O O

Sex There is evidence that women
don’t feel safe and are hesitant
to startor restart cycling. The
scheme to remove traffic from

O O High Street and Market Squrae

seeks to provide safe attractive
routes for everyoneto use and
to enable a greater take up of
cycling irrespective of sex
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xual Orientation
Sexual Orientatio . O
Religion or Belief 0 |
Additional ‘impacts B . P Action owner Timescale and
Im . . _— . Any actions or mitigation to reduce . .
c Positive Negative Description of impact R Dy . (*Job Title, monitoring
pil g Pa Organisation) arrangements
Additional community impacts
Rural communities O O
Armed Forces 0 0
Carers O O
Areas of deprivation O O
Wider impacts
Staff O O
Other Council
Services D D
Providers 0
Social Value ! The proposals improve the
accessibility of the town centre
facilities by walking and cycling, and
O O for blue badge holders, and seeks to
enhance the quality of the built
environment. A more pleasant street
scene will be created for all users.
Climate change i i
. J No L . " . Any actions or mitigation to EleD) owner Tlmes_cale_: and
Impacts Impact Positive | Negative Description of impact reduce neaative impacts (*Job Title, monitoring
pa 9 P Organisation) arrangements

OCC and CDC aim to be carbon neutral by 2030.How will your proposal affect our ability to reduce carbon emissions related to:

L|f the Public Services (Social Value) Act 2012 applies to this proposal, please summarise here how you have considered how the contractmightimprove the economic, social, and
environmental well-being ofthe relevant area
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Energy use in The route facilitates a modal shift
our buildings or to active travel for short journeys
highways by creating an attractive
environment for walking and
cycling and raising awareness of
= these modes. Increased uptake of
active travel will reduce
unnecessary cartrips and carbon
emissions.
Our fleet |
Staff trawel
|
Purchased
services and
products O
(including
construction)
Maintained
schools
O
We are also committed to enable Oxfordshire to become carbon neutral by 2050. How will your proposal affect our ability to:

Enable carbon
emissions
reduction at
district/county
lewel?

The route facilitates a modal shift
to active travel for short journeys
by creating an attractive
environment for walking and
cycling and raising awareness of
these modes. Increased uptake of
active travel will reduce
unnecessary cartrips and carbon
emissions.
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Section 4: Review

Where bias, negative impact or disadvantage is identified, the proposal and/or implementation can be adapted or changed;
meaning there is a need for regular review. This review may also be needed to reflect additional data and evidence for a fuller
assessment (proportionate to the decision in question). Please state the agreed review timescale for the identified impacts of

the policy implementation or service change.

Review Date 23 November 2021
II;er'Son Responsible for Odele Parsons, Senior TransportPlanner
eview

Authorised By Amrik Manku, Growth Manager
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ANNEX 5

RESPONDENT

COMMENTS

See supplementary document




